General Overview:  Results and Verdicts
The following results are organized with a view to logically link the focus group thinking.  
Mr. XXXXX was at some time exposed to XXXX.
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Exposure to the XXXX was enough to cause mesothelioma.
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Exposure to XXXX could have constituted an amphibole fiber exposure.
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*Note that several times both attorneys stated XXXX did not contain any amphibole asbestos, this fact was also covered in the orientation.
Focus Group subjects either did not understand and/or accept differentiation between the lethality of chrysotile versus amphibole families of asbestos fibers, i.e. did not understand or accept dose-response.
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The above findings regarding fiber family differentiation are most likely explained by a combination of pre-held biases that all cancer causing agents will result in illness, regardless of the dose, and all asbestos causes cancer.

Ingrained Biases
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Mr. XXXXX was at some time exposed to XXXXXXXX JC.
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joint compound product made by 
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* Note that although it was only mentioned in opening once, some focus group members keyed in on XX buying XXXXXXXX and therefore XX should be responsible for XXXXXXXX’s product.
The majority of subjects believed XX was negligent.
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Actual Damages:   Mr. XXXXX’ estate and family should be awarded about $4,000,000.00  [average] in actual damages.  

Monetary verdicts for actual damages ranged from $300,000.00 to $20,000,000.00.
* A  extreme outlier verdict of $5, 000,000.00 in actual damages was not included in above calculations because it was connected to a $20,000,000,000.00 [that’s right -billion] punitive damage award.
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Percentage of Responsibility attributed to XXX
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Half of the subjects believed XXX should pay punitive damages.
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Punitive Damages: Mr. XXXXX’ estate and family should be awarded about $6,000,000.00 in punitive damages.  Monetary verdicts for punitive damages ranged from $300,000.00 to $20,000,000.00.  
* an  extreme outlier verdict of $5, 000,000.00 in actual damages was not included in above calculations because it was connected to a $20,000,000,000.00 [that’s right -billion] punitive damage award.
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